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Questions for FGDM Follow-Up 
 
Note: This Handout uses the term “he” when discussing the batter. One, however, should 
recognize that a batterer may also be female. 

 
If the abuser was present at the FGDM conference, and his violence was discussed, the 
worker and/or coordinator should always call the survivor within 24 hours, and ask such 
questions as: 
 

 Did you discuss the FGDM conference with him? 

 Have you been afraid of him since the FGDM conference? 

 Has he been or threatened to be violent since? 

 What was the impact of the disclosure on you, on him, and on the children? 

 If there have been negative repercussions from the disclosure of domestic 
violence in the FGDM conference, how can the agency support you in increasing 
your and your children’s safety? 

 
Follow-up should also include an assessment of the FGDM conference process and its 
effectiveness in addressing the issues the family is facing. The following questions can 
be used as a basis for this discussion: 
 

 What was most helpful about the FGDM conference? 

 What worried you the most, or made you the most uncomfortable? 

 What has happened since the meeting to improve your situation? To worsen it? 

 Was the plan that was developed at the meeting put into place? 

 Would you recommend this type of planning process to other families? Why or 
why not? 

 
Similarly, the child welfare worker should have a face-to-face follow-up meeting with the 
abuser, particularly if he was present at the meeting. Questions to ask the abuser 
include: 
 

 Did you discuss the FGDM conference with your partner? 

 Have there been any episodes of violence or threats of violence since the 
meeting? 

 What was the impact on you of the disclosure of domestic violence? The impact 
on her? On the children? 

 What aspects of the meeting worried you the most or made you feel the most 
uncomfortable? 

 What has happened since the meeting to improve your situation? To worsen it? 

 Was the plan that was developed put in place? 

 • Would you recommend this type of planning process to other families? Why or 
why not? 
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